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 Grade Summer Reading Suggestions 

 

Realistic Fiction 

 

Ashes to Asheville by Sarah Dooley 

Twelve-year-old Fella is swept away on a wild road trip by her older sister Zany to 

fulfill their late mother's dying wish. 

 

Falling Over Sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick 

Harassed at her middle school, not taken seriously at home, and with a "perfect" 

older brother, Matthew, to live up to, thirteen-year-old Claire has always felt like 

her life was cursed, then one morning, when she are her beloved father are talking 

at breakfast, her father suddenly falls over and suddenly everything changes. 

 

Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson 

Tired of being singled out at her mostly white private school as someone who 

needs support, high school junior Jade would rather participate in the school's 

amazing Study Abroad program than join a mentorship program for at-risk girls. 

 

Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 

When Xiomara Batista, who pours all her frustrations and passion into poetry, is 

invited to join the school slam poetry club, she struggles with her mother's 

expectations and her need to be heard. 

 

Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 

Reeling from the death of his older brother in a gang-related shooting, a young boy 

in Harlem uses a project--building a fantastical Lego city at the community center-

-as a bridge to a new and better world. 

 

Adventure/Mystery 

 

Disappeared by Francisco X. Stork 

After her best friend is kidnapped on the streets of Juarez, reporter Sara Zapata 

crusades to raise awareness of the threat posed by the criminals who control the 

city. Now, though, her family is being threatened, and the only way to safety is via 

a dangerous trek across the desert to the U.S. border. 

 

Miles Morales: Spiderman by Jason Reynolds 

Brooklyn Visions Academy student Miles Morales may not always want to be a 

super hero, but he must come to terms with his identity as the new Spider Man. 



 

Thornhill by Pam Smy 

Parallel plotlines set in different times, one told in text and one in art, inform each 

other as a young girl unravels the mystery of a ghost next door. 

 

Historical Fiction 

 

Mapping the Bones by Jane Yolen 

In Poland in the 1940s, twins Chaim and Gittel rely on each other to endure life in 

a ghetto, escape through forests, and the horrors of a concentration camp. 

 

Hamilton and Peggy: A Revolutionary Friendship by L.M. Elliott 

Presents a historical novel inspired by the relationship between Alexander 

Hamilton and Peggy Schuyler, describing how the latter was challenged by the 

realities of war to distinguish herself from her remarkable sisters and make her 

own mark on history. 

 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 

Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s 

Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the unrest plaguing her 

country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015, discover shocking 

connections. 

 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 

Growing up in the shadow of two world wars, Annabelle lives a quiet life in her 

small Pennsylvania town--until a new student begins a bullying campaign against 

reclusive World War I veteran Toby, forcing Annabelle to stand up for justice. 

 

Non-Fiction 

 

Eyes of the World: Robert Capa, Gerda Taro, and the Invention of Modern 

Photojournalism by Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos 

Recounts the achievements of photojournalism pioneers Robert Capa and Gerda 

Taro as they captured the tragedies of the Spanish Civil War and documented the 

fight against Facism. 

 

Pathfinders: The Journeys of 16 Extraordinary Black Souls by Tonya Bolden 

Profiles sixteen high-achieving African Americans, including magician Richard 

Potter, concert singer Sissieretta Jones, and architect Paul R. Williams.This is an 

excellent middle-school introduction to lesser-known black historical figures.  



 

Shoe Dog by Phil Knight 

In this young reader's edition of the New York Times best-selling autobiography, 

Nike founder and board chairman Phil Knight tells how he went from being an 

Oregon high school track star to founder of a world-changing brand and company. 

 

Graphic Novels 

 

I am Alfonso Jones by Tony Medina 

A teenager is thrust into the afterlife where he watches his family fight to gain 

justice after he is killed by an off-duty police officer. 

 

Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani 

For Pri, her mother's homeland can only exist in her imagination. That is, until she 

find a mysterious pashmina tucked away in a forgotten suitcase. 

 

Tales of the Mighty Code Talkers by Arigon Starr 

Based on the true stories of the Native American Code Talkers this incredible 

graphic novel features nine original stories by Native American artists and writers 

documenting the heroic tales of Code Talkers from World War I through Korea. 

 

Fantasy/Sci-Fi/Dystopian 

 

Hazel Wood by Melissa Albert 

When the scary, magical world in her grandmother's book of dark feminist fairy 

tales becomes real, seventeen-year-old Alice, partnered with Ellery, an obsessed 

fan of the fairy tales, must enter the world to rescue Alice's kidnapped mother. 

 

Insert Coin to Continue by John David Anderson 

Middle-schooler Bryan wakes up to find that his life has become a video game, 

with bullies to beat, races to run, puzzles to solve, and much more at stake. 

 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman 

In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be 

randomly killed ('gleaned') by professional reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must 

compete with each other to become a scythe--a position neither of them wants. The 

one who becomes a scythe must kill the one who doesn't. 

 

*Annotations provided by publishers. 

 


